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Sheet Fibula Brooch

Create a piece of history! The Greeks and Romans invented

the first safety pin to hold up their togas, and now you can create
your own brooch with the same technique. The curly-cue spring
mechanism, along with the catch, will add a unique and functional

element to your piece.

steps:

1

Sketch out the basic sheet fibula brooch form with one long piece (the pin) and one short piece (the catch).
See the template on the next page.

Measure the distance with dividers and then, using the dividers, scribe the form on the selected metal—it’s best to use
an alloy (such as brass, sterling silver or bronze) because it will work-harden much faster than pure metals such as copper
and fine silver.

Using a saw frame and a lubricated saw blade (we recommend Bur-Life®), cut out the large part of the form. Layout the
other lines with the dividers and precisely cut the remaining pieces.

Smooth the edges out with a file.

Place the cut-out brooch form onto a steel block or an anvil. Work-harden the long piece by using a flat-faced hammer,
rotating the piece while you hammer. Forge the end into a point.

After hammering the piece, use a file and sandpaper to smooth the pin and round it out.

Add a decorative element to the large part of the brooch through a cold connection process, such as riveting
(do not solder on this piece).

Using round-nose pliers, start curling the long piece around into a curly-cue form. We recommend that you practice this
technique with a piece of wire.

Bend the shorter piece over with the round-nose pliers to catch the pin.

supplies:

Order # Description Order # Description

114-765 Friedrich Dick needle file (set of 12) 111-026 Swanstrom pliers and cutter set
110-054 Adjustable blade saw frame 112-459 Fretz silversmith’s hammer assortment
110-304 Laser Gold™ blades, 4/0 112-466 Fretz jeweler’s planishing hammer
117-003 Stick Bur-Life® lubricant with plastic insert

100-118 Sterling sheet (6" x 1"), 18 ga., dead soft 113-208 Donegan Optivisor™ with 2.5X lens
130-118 Brass sheet (6" x 12"), 18 ga., dead soft 116-171 Starrett deluxe divider

114-702 Friedrich Dick flat hand file 112-069 Steel bench block

114-706 Friedrich Dick half-round ring hand file 112-422 Anvil

110-010 V-slot bench pin and clamp — Sandpaper, rough and fine

continued on the back
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Sheet Fibula Brooch Template
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